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“When I lived in South Texas, I had an Arab gelding , Golden Robert. He was an 
awesome jumper and absolutely gorgeous! A bright ch estnut with lots of white 
which was never dirty! Robert, talented as he was, was simply too small for 
me so I reluctantly decided to sell him. My trainer  helped locate a buyer in 
Phoenix and after much 'horse trading', we made a d eal. They were to travel 
to Corpus Christi the next Monday and pick him up. I had mortality insurance 
which was up for renewal the Tuesday prior to the s ale date. I decided it 
wasn't necessary to renew, since Robert would be st aying at home in the short 
period of time before he left for Phoenix. He hated  being confined in a 
stall, so he had the stallion pen, which was large stall with a very large 
attached paddock. He ran in and out all day long. T he Thursday prior to the 
sale, we had a terrible thunderstorm, which was com mon in South Texas.  
Torrential rain, loud thunder, lightning. The next morning, the barn manager 
called and said, "Cheryl, there's something wrong w ith Robert." Oh, no, I 
thought, he broke his leg. I said, "What happened?”  "Well," the guy said, 
"He's dead." Thunderstruck (so to speak) I met the vet out at the barn who 
confirmed that Robert was indeed dead, and had been  hit by lightning! I then 
learned that death by lightning was the 4th leading  cause of death in horses 
in this area! Moral of the story: If you are pendin g sale of your horse, 
don't let the insurance lapse! In the alternative, get the money in advance!” 
          Cheryl Rife  
 
“My horse Missy is insured, and my mom and I talked  for a long time before we 
got her insured. We wanted the coverage if anything  ever happened to our 
baby, and we felt more secure that we'd have some b ackup if something ever 
goes wrong. Our equine insurance agent is Eve Wille t, and she does a nice 
job. I would recommend equine insurance because it helps you sleep at night, 
knowing that if anything happens to your best frien d it'll all be taken care 
of. 
That is my answer to this month's question, it was a good one.” 
          Emily Nadeau . 
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Alejandro  
Owner’s age (92) encourages sale of 5 year-old Holsteiner 
gelding. Ariadus x Faarasim by Constitution. Wonderful  
character, great disposition, quick learner. Not suitable for 
jumping (leg injury in 2006). Great dressage potential,  
excellent on trails. $7,000 negotiable. Port Orchard,  
360 871 6175, e-mail ranchogoleta1@msn.com. 

	�
����	��
��� �
�

Dressage Specialist 
Training, Instruction, and Sales 
USDF Bronze and Silver Medalist 
 
Accepting new clients for 2008. 
Lessons available now, horse training starting in June. 
Contact Meghan at meghan_danielle@hotmail com or 
360-710-0204.  
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Incredible Horses….. 
I’ve written articles over the years about horses who survived amputation 
surgery. There was Boitron, the California TB stallion who could service 
mares after amputation surgery. There were Dr. Ric Redden’s dramatic 
cases of founder survivors who galloped around his paddock on artificial 
feet with 'transplanted frogs'. Dr. Chris Colles had the never-say-die  
Appaloosa in England with the spring-loaded foot. And who can forget that 
paint yearling in India ? Or the landmine-maimed elephant amputee in 
Thailand ? Longtime Hoofcare and Lameness Journal readers will remem-
ber them all. 
 

So when I first heard that a pony had survived amputation surgery at  
Louisiana State University ’s (LSU) equine hospital, I didn’t run to the 
keyboard and beg for photos. A few weeks later I did, though. 
 

Meet Molly. She’s a gray speckled pony who was abandoned by her  
owners when Katrina hit southern Louisiana . She spent weeks on her own 
before finally being rescued and taken to a farm where abandoned animals 
were stockpiled. While there, she was attacked by a pit bull terrier, and 
almost died. Her gnawed right front leg became infected and her vet went 
to LSU for help. But LSU was overwhelmed, and this pony was a welfare 
case. You know how that goes. 
 

But after surgeon Rustin Moore met Molly, he changed his mind. He saw 
how the pony was careful to lie down on different sides so she didn't seem 
to get sores, and how she allowed people to handle her. She protected her 
injured leg. She constantly shifted her weight, and didn’t overload her good 
leg. She was a smart pony with a serious survival ethic. Moore agreed to 
remove her leg below the knee and a temporary artificial limb was built. 
Molly walked out of the clinic and her story really begins there. 
 

“This was the right horse and the right owner,” Moore insists. “Molly  
happened to be a one-in-a-million patient.” She’s tough as nails, but sweet, 
and she was willing to cope with pain. She made it obvious she understood 
that she was in trouble. The other important factor, according to Moore ,  
is having a truly committed and compliant owner who is dedicated to  
providing the daily care required over the lifetime of the horse. 
 

Molly’s story turns into a parable for life in post-Katrina Louisiana. The little pony gained weight, her mane felt a comb. A human 
prosthesis designer built her a leg. 
 

“The prosthetic has given Molly a whole new life,” Allison Barca, DVM, Molly's regular vet, reports. “And she asks for it!” She 
will put her little limb out, and come to you and let you know that she wants you to put it on. Sometimes she wants you to take it 
off too.' And sometimes, Molly gets away from Barca. “It can be pretty bad when you can't catch a three-legged horse,” she 
laughs. 
Most important of all, Molly has a job now. Kay, the rescue farm owner, started taking Molly to shelters, hospitals, nursing homes, 
rehabilitation centers. Anywhere she thought that people needed hope. Wherever Molly went, she showed people her pluck. She 
inspired people. And she had a good time doing it. 
 

“It’s obvious to me that Molly had a bigger role to play in life,” Moore said, “She survived the hurricane, she survived a horrible 
injury, and now she is giving hope to others.” 
“She's not back to normal,” Barca concluded. “She's going to be better. To me, she could be a symbol for New Orleans itself.” 
 

This week, Molly the Pony, a children’s book about the pony who has already inspired thousands of people around New Orleans , 
has been published. It’s not a book about amputation or prosthetics, it’s a book about people and ponies. But the photos you see 
here are from the book. Maybe Molly won’t make the vet textbooks, but she might reach more people from the pages of this book 
for children. If you know a child, a library, a hospital, or maybe a therapeutic riding program that can use a lift, here’s a book that 
can do that. And you can explain how the leg and hoof work! 
 

HOW TO ORDER: This book is an oversized, square  'laminated' (so it wipes clean) hard cover book. Hoofcare Publishing is 
proud to offer it for sale to you at the price of $15.95 each plus $6 post. A portion of the sales price will go toward Molly's fund. 
To order, send check or money to Hoofcare Books, 19 Harbor Loop, Gloucester MA 01930. Telephone orders (978) 281 3222.  
Fax orders to (978) 283 8775. E-mail orders to books@hoofcare.com. Visa or Mastercard accepted; please supply account number 
and expiration date. When ordering, please give phone and/or email details. 
 

You will LOVE this book--and Molly! 


